
 

 

 

Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health Alumni 

Association Awards 

The Alumni Award of Merit is the highest honor presented to an alumna/us of the 
Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health. Since 1992, we have recognized dozens of 
Harvard Chan School's highly accomplished alumni with this honor. 

In 2011, three additional awards were established by the Harvard Chan School Alumni 
Association, recognizing achievements in various arenas of public health, and at various 
stages in public health careers. This brings the slate of Alumni Association Awards to: 

 Alumni Award of Merit 
 Leadership Award in Public Health Practice  
 Public Health Innovator Award  
 Emerging Public Health Professional Award 

Criteria for Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health Alumni 

Association Awards 

Awards granted by the Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health Alumni Association 
seek to honor and extend the traditional ideals of the School by acknowledging alumni 
whose activities have been consistent with its founding precepts and mission. 

Only members of the Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health Alumni Association as 
defined in Section 1 of the Association bylaws may nominate candidates for Alumni 
Association Awards, and only members meeting that definition will be considered for 
Alumni Association Awards. Awardees are chosen by a volunteer committee of Harvard 
Chan alumni from a range of disciplines and class years. Award Committee members are 
not eligible to submit nominations, be nominated, or to receive awards during and until 
two years after their term of service. Alumni Council members are not eligible to be 
nominated or receive awards until two years after their term of service. 

Alumni Award of Merit 

 The Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health Alumni Award of Merit is the 
highest honor the School can bestow upon a graduate of the Harvard T.H. Chan 
School of Public Health, recognizing a significant career in the field of public 
health.  



 

 The Award recognizes professional excellence in the field of public health as 
expressed by advancement of its science, improvement of its community practice, 
leadership of its institutions, or contributions to the growth and 
accomplishments of its future professionals  

 Up to four persons per year shall be noted as recipients of the Alumni Award of 
Merit. Only one proposed recipient may be listed on each nomination submitted. 
Nominations listing two or more individuals for the same award will be returned 
to the nominator.  

 Only members of the Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health Alumni 
Association as defined in Section 1 of the Association bylaws may nominate 
candidates for the Award of Merit, and only members meeting that definition will 
be considered to receive the Award of Merit. 

 This award consists of a citation, which is presented at an award ceremony, 
typically a celebratory dinner held in conjunction with the annual Harvard Chan 
School Alumni Weekend. 

 Leadership Award in Public Health Practice 

 The Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health Leadership Award in Public 
Health Practice recognizes a graduate of the Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public 
Health who has been an outstanding example of effective leadership in the 
practice of public health, in the public or private sphere.  

 The award recognizes selfless service and leadership in the practice of public 
health, significant career contributions to the adoption/uptake of public health 
principles at the local, state, regional, national or international level; and/or 
demonstrated significant leadership in a government, NGO, or other public 
service organization.  

 Up to two recipients each year may be noted for the Leadership Award in Public 
Health Practice. Only one proposed recipient may be listed on each nomination 
submitted. Nominations listing two or more individuals for the same award will 
be returned to the nominator.  

 Only members of the Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health Alumni 
Association as defined in Section 1 of the Association bylaws may nominate 
candidates for the Leadership Award in Public Health Practice, and only 
members meeting that definition will be considered to receive the Leadership 
Award in Public Health Practice. 

 This award consists of a citation, which is presented at an award ceremony, 
typically held in conjunction with the annual Harvard Chan School Alumni 
Weekend. 

 Public Health Innovator Award 

 The Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health Public Health Innovator Award 
recognizes a significant innovative contribution to public health made by a 
distinguished graduate of the Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health.  

 The Award recognizes an alumna/us for an innovative idea or approach to public 
health delivery, via science, practice, or education in public health.  



 

 Up to two recipients each year may be noted for the Public Health Innovator 
Award. Only one proposed recipient may be listed on each nomination 
submitted. Nominations listing two or more individuals for the same award will 
be returned to the nominator.  

 Only members of the Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health Alumni 
Association as defined in Section 1 of the Association bylaws may nominate 
candidates for the Public Health Innovator Award, and only members meeting 
that definition will be considered to receive Public Health Innovator Award. 

 This award consists of a citation, which is presented at an award ceremony, 
typically held in conjunction with the annual Harvard Chan School Alumni 
Weekend.  

 
Emerging Public Health Professional Award 

 The Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health Emerging Public Health 
Professional Award recognizes early-career public health achievements and 
contributions of Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health graduates who 
received their degree within the past 10 years. 

 The Award recognizes those who are role models for current and future public 
health professionals through early-career leadership and selfless dedication in 
any area of public health. 

 Up to two recipients each year may be noted for the Emerging Public Health 
Professional Award. Only one proposed recipient may be listed on each 
nomination submitted. Nominations listing two or more individuals for the same 
award will be returned to the nominator.  

 Only members of the Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health Alumni 
Association as defined in Section 1 of the Association bylaws may nominate 
candidates for the Emerging Public Health Professional Award, and only 
members meeting that definition will be considered to receive Emerging Public 
Health Professional Award. 

 This award consists of a citation, which is presented at an award ceremony, 
typically held in conjunction with the annual Harvard Chan School Alumni 
Weekend. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Summary of Nomination Materials Needed 

 Candidate's Biographical information, including: 

o name  

o degree, degree year, and department 

o email address 

o home address 

o current business information.  

 Award category you are proposing nomination for  

 500-750 word nomination statement/Biosketch of nominee to discuss in 

detail the qualifications of the Nominee for the award (written by proposer) 

 250-500 word statement of personal support (written by proposer) 

 Candidate's CV/Resume (The Office for Alumni Relations can request the 

CV/resume from the candidate, if needed) 

 Proposer's Biographical Information, including: 

o name 

o degree, degree year, and department 

o email address 

o home address 

o current business information 

 Optional components to nomination 

o Up to three relevant hyperlinks to support nomination 

o Additional letters of support (may be from non-alumni) 

If you have any questions regarding the Nominations timeline, process, or form, please 

contact Marielle Boudreau, Alumni Data and Administrative Coordinator, 

at alumni@hsph.harvard.edu . 

  

mailto:alumni@hsph.harvard.edu?subject=Awards%20Nomination%20Question


 

Worksheet 

(To be submitted online) 
 

Nominator (the alumna/us nominating the fellow alumna/us): 

First Name:           

Last Name:           

Email:            

 

For which award are you nominating this candidate? 

o Alumni Award of Merit 

o Leadership Award in Public Health Practice 

o Public Health Innovator Award 

o Emerging Public Health Professional Award 

 

Nominee’s (the alumna/us being nominated) Information: 

First Name:           

Last Name:           

Nominee’s Harvard Chan School Degree(s):       

Graduation Year(s) (if known):        

Degree Department (if known):        

Nominee’s Employer:          

Nominee’s Job Title:          

Nominee’s Email Address:         

  



 

Award Qualifying Statement 
(To be submitted online) 

 

In a statement of 500-750 words (2-3 pages), describe in detail the background and 
work of your candidate that qualifies him/her for the selected award category. Please 
speak specifically to the following qualifying factors specified in each award category. 

 

Public Health Innovator Award 

 The Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health Public Health Innovator Award 
recognizes a significant innovative contribution to public health made by a 
distinguished graduate of the Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health. The 
Award recognizes an alumna/us for an innovative idea or approach to public health 
delivery, via science, practice, or education in public health. 

 The Award recognizes an alumna/us for an innovative idea or approach to public 
health delivery, via science, practice, or education in public health.  

How does the nominee's background qualify him/her for the Public Health Innovator 
Award? 
 

Leadership Award in Public Health Practice 

 The Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health Leadership Award in Public Health 
Practice recognizes a graduate of the Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health who 
has been an outstanding example of effective leadership in the practice of public 
health, in the public or private sphere. 

 The award recognizes selfless service and leadership in the practice of public health, 
significant contributions to the adoption/uptake of public health principles at the 
local, state, regional, national or international level; and/or demonstrated significant 
leadership in a government, NGO, or other public service organization.  

How does the nominee's background qualify him/her for the Leadership Award in 
Public Health Practice? 
 

Alumni Award of Merit 

 The Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health Alumni Award of Merit is the 
highest honor that the School can bestow upon a graduate of the Harvard T.H. Chan 
School of Public Health, recognizing a significant career in the field of public health. 

 The Award recognizes professional excellence in the field of public health as 
expressed by advancement of its science, improvement of its community practice, 
leadership of its institutions, or contributions to the growth and accomplishments of 
its future professionals  

How does the nominee's background qualify him/her for the Alumni Award of Merit?  



 

Personal Statement (To be submitted online): 

Please provide a thoughtful and detailed 250-500 word (1-2 pages) statement of 
personal support (why you are nominating this person for the intended award) for your 
candidate. (To be submitted online) 
 
  
 

Additional Materials 

The nominee's current curriculum vitae or resume must be uploaded or sent to 
alumni@hsph.harvard.edu. The CV is required for a nomination to be considered 
complete. (To be submitted online) (The Office for Alumni Relations can request the 
CV/resume from the candidate, if needed) 
 

OPTIONAL: You may list up to three hyperlinks for short online support materials such 
as TV or radio interviews, published news articles, or YouTube videos about your 
candidate’s work. Please keep the suggested content brief for our reviewers.  

1. ____________________________________________ 

2. ____________________________________________ 

3. ____________________________________________ 

 

If you wish to submit any additional supporting documents (additional letters of 
support, such as statements from non-alumni, publications, news clippings, etc), please 
submit to alumni@hsph.harvard.edu.  
 
Please note that no additional documents are required and they do not offer a candidate 
any advantage, but are welcome if you feel they will complement your nomination 
statement. 

If you have any questions regarding the Nominations timeline, process, or form, please 
contact Marielle Boudreau, Alumni Data and Administrative Coordinator, at 
alumni@hsph.harvard.edu. 

 


