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The Harvard School of Public Health Alumni Association is pleased to announce the honorees of the 
2013 HSPH Alumni Association Awards, recognized by their peers for their contributions to public 
health. These incredible individuals are the living embodiment of powerful ideas for a healthier world. 
  
AWARD OF MERIT 
  
Marc B. Schenker, MD, MPH '80 
Distinguished Professor, Department of Public Health Sciences 
University of California at Davis 
Also: Associate Vice Provost for University Outreach & Engagement; Founding 
Director of: Center for Occupational & Environmental Health; Migration and 
Health Research Center; Agricultural Health & Safety Center 
 
• Dr. Schenker’s career has focused on: better understanding the effects of occupational and 
environmental exposures in farmworkers; researching the effect of inorganic dust exposure on the lungs 
of agricultural workers; identifying the respiratory effects of long-term, low-level exposure to the 
pesticide, paraquat; examining pesticide illness and adverse pregnancy outcomes among diverse 
occupations from farmworkers and veterinarians to lawyers, and recent immigrants, as well as the 
economic cost of occupational illness. 
 
 
Debra T. Silverman, SM, SD '81  
Chief, Occupational and Environmental Epidemiology Branch 
National Cancer Institute, Bethesda, MD  
 
• At the NCI, Dr. Silverman has achieved international recognition for: 
research in occupational cancers, particularly cancers of the bladder and 
pancreas as well as cancers associated with exposure to diesel exhaust; significant insight into bladder 
cancer risk factors, including cigarette smoke, motor vehicle exhaust, occupational exposures to metal 
working fluids, and consumption of arsenic-contaminated drinking water, as well as the protective 
effects of non-aspirin, nonselective NSAID use; her work on the Diesel Exhaust in Miners Study, a 20-
year effort conducted in collaboration with the National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health, 
providing strong evidence that diesel exhaust exposure causes lung cancer in humans. 
 
 
Eiji Yano, MBBS, DMS, MPH '84 
Founding Dean and Professor 
Teikyo University Graduate School of Public Health, Tokyo 
Also: Professor and Chair, Department of Hygiene and Public Health, School of 
Medicine; Director, Research Center for Teikyo-Harvard Program Office; and 
Director, Centre for Evidence Based Medicine 
 
• Dr. Yano has extensive academic achievement and shown strong leadership 
in public health: as faculty of Teikyo University; developing the program on medical education and 
research in public health; leading extensive research projects of the health effects of air pollution in 
Bangkok; and opening the Okinaga Laboratory at the Department of Occupational and Environmental 
Health at HSPH, fostering continuous collaborations between the two universities.  
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Emerging Public Health Professional Award 
 
Kelechi O. Ohiri, MBBS, MPH '02, SM '03 
Senior Special Adviser for the Federal Ministry of Health, Abuja Nigeria  
 
• Dr. Ohiri has been an exemplar for aspiring public health professionals through 
strong leadership, analytical rigor, excellent management, and passionate 
advocacy. As adviser to the Minister of Health, he: directly manages a policy think-
tank that provides technical support for funding decisions; spearheaded the 
development of a $500 million maternal health initiative and helped craft a $3 billion multisector 
program, reinvesting enhanced oil revenues in public health and social development programs; 
pioneered the Saving One Million Lives Initiative, to reduce child and maternal deaths through improved 
access; and is currently designing the first quality improvement and clinical governance institute in 
Nigeria. 
 
 
Public Health Innovator Award   (2 recipients)  
 
Akudo Anyanwu Ikemba, MD, MPH '03 
Founder and CEO, Friends of the Global Fund Africa (Friends Africa) , Lagos, 
Nigeria  
 
• Leading Friends Africa, a Pan-African organization which she founded in 2006, 
Dr. Akudo Anyanwu Ikemba furthers the fight against HIV/AIDS, TB and Malaria. 
Friends Africa mobilizes and builds the capacity of the African private sector, civil society and 
government to improve Africa’s health, working across the continent to implement innovative projects 
such as: the African Champions for Health Initiative leading the fight against these pandemics; the 
provision of technical assistance to African countries for the integration of reproductive health and HIV 
programs; and conducting grass root capacity building sessions for NGO’s from across Africa and 
trainings at 2700 African companies on workplace health policy. With governance and support from a 
board of directors consisting of African leaders, Friends Africa has engaged an underutilized African 
private sector in the fight against HIV, TB and Malaria, leveraging funding to support the Global Fund. 
The organization has held over 200 advocacy events globally, publishing several print pieces to guide 
advocates, and through its innovative anti-stigma and discrimination campaign, launched the annual 
Superstars Play for Life Campaign and World AIDS Day novelty football matches, using the power of 
African football stars and entertainment celebrities to fight stigma and discrimination against people 
living with HIV. 
 
 
(Awardee bio sketches continued next page…)  
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Royce Ellen Clifford, MD, MPH '06 
Officer-in-charge, Marine Air Group 39 Medical Clinic; Advisor, Office of Naval 
Research; Visiting Research Scientist, HSPH; and Research Scientist, Naval Medical 
Center San Diego 
 
• During her military career, Dr. Clifford observed the effects of high decibel noise 
exposure: long-term hearing loss and diminished cognitive capacities, fostering 
interest in the public health issue of acoustic trauma and influencing the Department of Defense to 
launch a “Global War on Noise” to reduce and treat noise-induced hearing loss. As Senior Medical 
Officer of the USS George Washington, she responded to numerous ship-borne public health issues, and 
as Head of the Medical Clinic for Marine Air Group 39 she works with researchers at HSPH as a co-
investigator on several grants to find pharmacological solutions to hearing loss and genetic markers of 
susceptibility, and is liaison between Harvard and the Naval Medical Center, researching antioxidants as 
a means to prevent hearing loss.  
 

Leadership Award in Public Health Practice 
 
Adam M. Finkel, AB '79, MPP '84, SD '87 
Senior Fellow and Executive Director, Penn Program on Regulation 
University of Pennsylvania Law School 
and Professor of Environmental & Occupational Health, Rutgers School of Public 
Health 
 
• For the past 25 years, he has led governmental organizations in data-driven and precautionary 
campaigns to reduce a wide variety of occupational and environmental health risks, while pioneering 
improved methods of quantitative risk assessment that have transformed the way many companies, 
communities, and NGOs think about decisions that balance costs and benefits. He has served on senior 
advisory boards at EPA, NIEHS, and various environmental policy organizations, as well as academic risk 
centers including those at HSPH, Johns Hopkins, Michigan, NYU, and George Washington University.  
 
 

### END ### 
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